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Griposia skyvai Dvořák & Šutn.pich, new spe<~ies 
(Plate 14, fígs 60----63; gen. figs 14 L 31 7) 

Holotype. maJe, "Sardinía, Fonní, .!\1t. Spada, 1300 m, 
31.10.2005, J. Skyva Jgt." The holotype is deposited in 
.HNHJv1, Budapcst. 

Paratypes. 53 spccimens: 34 specimens ( 18 males, 16 
femalcs), Italia, Sardinia, Fonni , Mt. Spada, 1300 m, 3l.X. 
2005, leg. J. Skyva; 19 specimens (7 malcs, 12 females) 
from the same Jocality, leg. V. Feik. The paratypes are de­
posited in the Collections of HNHM, ZSM, and NMNH 
and in the prívatc collections of .J. Skyva, V. Feik, V. Čer­
venka, 1\1. Dvořák and J. Šumpich. 

TAXON OMJC NcrrEs. G. sk_yvai is most closely related to G. 
pinkeri. judging from the characteristic long, stíck-Jike 
aedeagus and reduccd vcsica. 

DI AGNOSIS . \Vingspan 43-51 mm. The pubescence oť head 
and thorax is the same colour as forewings. Antennae oť 
male ciliate, filiform in female. Forewing with character­
istic Griposia ornamentation, which eliminates confusion 
wi th any other noctuid species. Forewing bright green . 
chequered with dark grey and blackísh markings, some­
times accentuated by whítish trim. Hindwíngs darkened, 
the inner margin lighter, marginal suťfusion very narrow 
in both sexes. Fringes whítish with dm·ker mottling in both 
sexes, less distinct on hindwings. Abdomen grey without 
líght lining. 

IVlale genitalía (Fig. 141). Juxta rather Iarge and broad, 
ampulla equal in length, vcry long, and twice as long as 
digitus. Aedeagus 14 mm in length, straight, very narrow, 
0.9 mm at the nanowest point and 1.2 mm in the widest 
part. 

Fema]e genitalia (Fig 317) . Similar in type to G. pin­
keri ; sdcrotiscd part of ductus bursae vcry short and 
broad, extended to halť of length oť ductus bursae; mem­
branous part of ductus bursae only slightly less broad than 
sclerot ísed part, moderately tapered to bursa copulatrix: 
corpus bursae relatively smaU, saccate. 

G. skyvai i s most li ke G. pinkeri and G. jahannamah in 
habitus, but difťers in its smaller síze and strongcr mark­
ings on forewings; it díffers from G. pinket·i also in gener-
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ally darker hind wings in both sexes. Compared to G. 
aprilina and G. H'egneri,the forewings are longer and nar­
rower, the dark mm·kíngs are strong, sharpJy dcťineJ , sur­
rounded by dark, double lines as in D. pinkeri and D. ja­
hannamah; however, the reniform stigma ís shorter an(l 
wider, less lunulate, and the orbicular stigma is sma!kr 
than in the othcr species exccpt D. jahannanwh. 

The new species ís casíly dístinguished from all rda­
tives by the configuratíon of the male genitaJia. H diffen' 
from its closest relative,, G. pinkeri. in the smallcr valvuc 
and the remarkably shorter and straight processes of the 
ampulla and the digitus; ťrom G. apri!ina, G. 1vegneri and 
G.jahannamah by thc longcr processes ofthe ampulla and 
digitus, the consíderab1y longer and thinncr aedeagus and 
very short, straight vesica. 

In female genitalia, the ductus bursae of G. skywú is ns 
strong and broad as inG. pinkeri hut the latera l margíns of 
the strongly sclerotised postedor part are much lcss 
sclerotised and not folded. 'T'he other three Griposia spe­
cies ha ve considcrably thinner ductus bursae vvith wcak::::r, 
more membranous anterior section, and the corpus bursac 
is more elliptical-ovoid than in the taxa of the G. pinkeri 
specics-group. 

BIONOMICS. G. skyvai has been found only in Sardinia (It­
aly); the type-locality is thc l'v1ontt Spada l\tlountains. 'Ihe 
character oť this locality is open mountain steppe \Nith 
xeromontane flora and sporadic representation oť dccidu­
ous oaks (Quercus spp.). Adu1ts are attractcd frcdy to 
light; G. skyvai vvas the dominant species at the time of its 
discovery (J. Skyva, pers. comm.). 'The early stages and 
the ťoodplant are unknown; the caterpillars prohably fced 
on Quercus species, like its closc relativcs. 

DtsTRIBUTtON. The specics appears to be cndemic to Sardi­
nia. 

ETYMOLOGY. The new species i s named after our friend, lhc 
excellent lepídopterologist Jan Skyva (Prague, Czcch Rc­
public), who coHected thi s specics. 



 

 

 

 

 

 


